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ABSTRACT

Objective : To examine the employment opportunity among schizophrenic patients and
its associated factors.

Method : In a cross-sectional descriptive study, sixty-nine, 20-60 years old, outpatients
with schizophrenia were interviewed by clinician to collect personal information,
employment status and intention, patient’s attitude toward sociality and working.
Prasri Assessment Schizophrenia Scale (PASS8) and Thai version of Montreal Cognitive
Assessment (MoCA) were used for evaluating their positive symptoms, negative
symptoms and cognitive function respectively.

Result : The employment rate among schizophrenic outpatients in Thammasat University
Hospital was 43.5 %. The most common jobs in 30 employed patients were personal
business (20%), unskilled labour (16.7%), skilled labour (16.7%). The average income
was 14,863 Baht/month. Most of the patients work for non-family employers in normal
job criteria, only 23.3% were employed by their family members. Sixty-five percent of
employers have known about the patient psychiatric illness. The factors that statistically
associated with the patient’'s employment status after logistic regression analysis were
pre-morbid employment status (odds ratio = 25.13, p = 0.006) and negative symptoms
(odds ratio = 0.45, p = 0.004).

Conclusion : The employment rate among Thai patients with schizophrenia was higher
than the previous studies in other countries. Pre-morbid employed and lower negative
symptoms were associated with current employment status; therefore, psychiatrists
should attend to evaluate and treat for negative symptoms which related to the patient’s

employment.

Keywords : schizophrenia, employment, unemployment, occupation
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- adlésu 16 (43.20) 21 (56.80) 37 (53.60)

1»31 mood stabilizer® 0.627

- a5y 1 (25) 3(75) 4 (5.80)

- ladlésy 29 (44.60) 36 (55.40) 65 (94.20)
1A5u Anxiolytic drug® 100 0317

- sy 11 (36.70) 19 (63.30) 30 (43.50)

- adlésu 19 (48.70) 20 (51.30) 39 (56.50)
gandEndinatnaAeEs N = 68 021  0.648

- FAndmatrahasresenseny 5 (38.50) 8 (61.50) 13 (19.12)

-l 25 (45.50) 30 (54.50) 55 (80.88)
STAUANTULSIIRILSA (PASSE)’ 0.064

- Mild 30 (46.90) 34 (53.10) 64 (92.80)

- Moderate to severe 0(0) 5(100) 5 (7.20)
ZZ::;“(;;’iﬁ;e)’sm’::r:ig@z’ 3,4,6 5.93+1.17 7.08+2.66 6704223  406.00 0.025*
AZULL negative symptoms® (18 1,58 7) 4000 4osi162 443£151 31400 0.001°

, (AZLUU), [mean = SD]
AZLUULRAE MoCA® (AZLUU), [mean = SD] 2217 £3.67 19.92 £4.19 20.91£4.10 -2.32  0.024*

a = independence t-test, b = Mann Whitney U test, ¢ = chi-square test, d = Fisher's Exact Test
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AN 3 LAAINNTALATIZIAE multiple logistic regression analysis

{laqsl Odd ratio p-value
IWANEYN 0.404 0.246
21 (T) 0.541 0.068
Sl gFunnsdnmn @) 0.949 0.592
wagnd1aunentlag 25.134 0.006*
angunliiunstady (1) 1.794 0.080
FLIZIANNIANTUIIA (1) 1.046 0.101
AUIALRNEN antipsychotic drug (mgCPZ/day) 1.001 0.497
AUIALRNEN anticholinergic drug (mg/day) 0.875 0.467
AZLLUU negative symptoms (AZLUL) 0.449 0.004*
AT positive symptoms (AL UL) 0.660 0.188
AZLLUL MOCA (AZLLLIU) 1.203 0.106
Constant 9.853 0.621
R = 0.408
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