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Development and Psychometric properties
of Drinking Problems Scale for College
Students (DPS-C)

Chaiyun Sakulsriprasert*

ABSTRACT

Objective : To develop and examine psychometric properties of Drinking Problems
Scale for College Students (DPS-C).

Methods : DPS-C was developed by reviewing literature and other inventories measuring
alcohol-related problems for college students, and conducting in-depth interview with
7 key informants (students and faculty staffs, who can elaborate alcohol-related problems
among students). Then, validity of DPS-C was investigated. Content validity was reviewed
by 3 experts. Concurrent validity was tested by correlation with drinking questionnaire,
AUDIT and timeline follow back. Construct validity was examined by confirmatory factor
analysis. For reliability, Cronbach'’s alpha reliability estimation of internal consistency and
test-retest method were conducted. Fifty undergraduates were recruited for reliability
testing process, and 284 undergraduates were recruited for scale validation process.
Results : DPS-C consists of 8 factors which demonstrated good factor structures
relative XZZ 2.736, RMSEA = .078 and CFIl = .956) Correlation between DPS-C with
AUDIT = .77, drinking behavior questionnaire = .55 to .66, 1-month timeline follow back
drinking report = .35 to .43). For reliability, DPS-C has good reliability, that has been
reported Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of .965, and test-retest reliability coefficient over
2-week period was .838.

Conclusion : Findings provided support for the good psychometric properties of DPS-C.
All of these findings indicated that the DPS-C seems to be a promising instrument for

measuring alcohol-related problems among college students.

Keywords : alcohol-related problems, Drinking Problems Scale for College Students
(DPS-C)
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