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Change of Knowledge, Attitude and Self
Awareness of the Fourth Year Medical
Students after Studying in Psychiatry

Jarurin Pitanupong M.D.”, Arnont Vittayanont M.D.*

ABSTRACT

Objective : To explore knowledge, attitude, and self awareness after studying in
psychiatry field among the fourth year medical students in the 2012 academic year.
Methods : This was a prospective descriptive study using a self-administered
questionnaire among the fourth year medical students before and after studying in the
Department of Psychiatry. Data were presented as descriptive statistics (frequency,
percentage, mean), and comparisons between the pre-score and post-score were
made using the Wilcoxon matched-pairs signed-ranks test.

Results : A total of 141 fourth year medical students participated in this study; the mean
age was 21.5 years (SD=0.8) and the average grade was 3.2(SD=0.3). The results
showed that the self-assessed student scores were significantly higher at the end of
the study period in knowledge, attitude, and self awareness, (p<0.0001). The change
of score in attitude and self awareness was correlated to student group rotation; the
last student group rotation had the greatest change of score.

Conclusions : After studying psychiatry, the self-assessed student scores were higher

in knowledge, attitude, and self awareness.

Keywords: knowledge, attitude, self awareness, medical student, psychiatry
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