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Happiness and Related Factors of Lower
Limb Amputees at Prosthetic Centers in
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Natthawadee Maneeprom B.Sc., Peeraphon Lueboonthavachai M.D., M.Sc.

ABSTRACT

Objectives: To study prevalence of happiness and related factors in lower limb amputees at
prosthetic centers in Thailand

Method: The study involved four hundreds lower limb amputees with ankle to hip
disarticulation from prosthetic centers in Thailand; 1) The Prostheses Foundation of H.R.H.
the Princess Mother 2) Veterans General Hospital and The War Veterans Organization of
Thailand under Royal Patronage of His Majesty the King 3) Siriraj Hospital 4) Sirindhorn National
Medical Rehabilitation Center (SNMR) during July — November 2010. Participants completed
7 questionnaires; 1) demographic data form 2) The New Thai Happiness Indicator: THI-15
3) Amputee Body Image Scale (ABIS) 4) Coopersmith Self-Esteem Inventory Adult Form
5) Family Relationship and Functioning Questionnaire 6) Social Support Questionnaire
7) Problem and Conflict Solving Questionnaire.

Results: Most of lower limb amputees (74%) had the level of happiness equal and above
to normal range for Thai people’s happiness. Related factors of happiness in lower limb
amputees were being married (p < 0.05), having income (p < 0.05), having amount of income
above 2001 bath/month (p < 0.05), wearing prostheses (p < 0.01), high and highest level of
prostheses satisfaction (p < 0.01), low and moderate concern about body image (p < 0.01),
high self-esteem (p < 0.01), good family relationship and functioning (p < 0.01) , fair and strong
social support (p < 0.01), good problem and conflict solving (p < 0.01). Logistic regression
showed that the predictors of happiness were high and highest level of prostheses satisfaction
(p < 0.05), high self-esteem (p < 0.01), good family relationship and functioning (p < 0.05),
good problem and conflict solving (p < 0.05).

Conclusion: Most for lower limb amputees (74%) had level of happiness equal and above the
normal range for Thai people’s happiness. Factors associated with happiness and prediction of
happiness were much and most satisfaction with prostheses, high self esteem, good family
relationship and functioning, and good problem and conflict solving.

Keywords: lower limb amputees, happiness
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