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The Relationship between Bullying
Behavior and Self-esteem in Attention-
Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder Patients

Buttabote Pruksapanachart M.D.

ABSTRACT

Objectives: To study the pattern of bullying behaviors and their relationship with
self-esteem in Attention-Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder Patients.

Method: The sample group was 102 ADHD patients aged between 10-18 years old who
were being treated at Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Outpatient Unit of Ramathibodi
Hospital during December 2009 to April 2010. Data was collected by using a self-report
questionnaire which consisted of Olweus bully/victim questionnaire Thai version and
Rosenberg self-esteem scale Thai version. Descriptive data used the descriptive statistic
frequency, percent, mean, and standard deviation. Fisher's exact test, Pearson
chi-square, one - way ANOVA, and logistic regression analysis were used to analyze
data of self-esteem comparing each group.

Result: The proportion of ADHD patients who exhibited or were victims of bullying
behaviors was 52.94%, So most of them were bully-victim group. Victims of bullying most
frequently reported being made fun of or teased in a hurtful way, while those who bullied
others most frequently reported behaviors of hitting, kicking, pushing, and placing someone
under arrest. The mean score of self-esteem in victim-only group and bully-victim group
were statistically significantly lower than the group who never had experienced both
being bully and victim (p<0.001).

Conclusion: The findings suggest that self-esteem is related to bullying behavior in
Attention-Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder patients especially being victimized. Thus,
early detection of these behaviors and providing a proper management system may

enhance the patients’ skills and their performance in the future.

Key words bullying behavior, attention-deficit / hyperactivity disorder, self-esteem.

J Psychiatr Assoc Thailand 2011; 56(2): 93-102

*  Psychiatry department Faculty of medicine, Ramathibodi hospital
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The Relationship between Bullying Behavior and Self-esteem in

Attention-Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder Patients
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