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Patient’s Attitudes Towards Overtly
Effeminate Male or Overtly Masculine
Female Doctors

Jarurin Pitanupong M.D.*

Nisan Sam-angsri M.Sc.*

Abstract

Objective: To evaluate patient’s attitudes towards overtly effeminate male or overtly
masculine female doctors compared with other overtly effeminate males or overtly masculine
females.

Method: A cross-sectional study was conducted among outpatients in 16 clinics at
Songklanagarind Hospital from January to March 2009 using self-administered questionnaires.
McNemar’s chi-square test was used for the comparison between attitudes towards overtly
effeminate male or overtly masculine female doctors and other overtly effeminate males or
overtly masculine females in the general population.

Results: Questionnaires from 419 patients were collected. The average age of participants
was 38.8 years old (SD=17.2). Almost all patients (83.8%) thought that overtly effeminate male
doctors or overtly masculine female doctors were acceptable in Thai society nowadays. Only
2.4% and 1.4% of patients reported that they felt disgusted and nervous to have contact with
them. More men than women, patients aged between 12 and 19 and more than 60 years old,
and lower education patients had negative attitudes towards overtly effeminate male doctors or
overtly masculine female doctors.

Conclusion: Most of the results showed that the patients had no negative attitudes towards

overtly effeminate or masculine doctors

Keywords: attitudes, effeminate, masculine, doctor
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