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Forensic Psychiatry in Thailand :
From passive services to active right
protection for psychiatric patients

Duangta Graipaspong M.D.*

Abstract

The forensic psychiatry, both international and in Thailand, had been originated
from providing clinical and legal diagnosis and treatment for the mentally-ill offenders.
Forensic psychiatric reports were sent to criminal procedures in the issues of either
competency to plead and stand trial or criminal responsibility. In Thailand, forensic
psychiatric service was originated in 1894. The systematized forensic psychiatric service
in specialized hospital has been operated since 1971. The development of forensic
psychiatric services in Thailand, including of associated researches, which mostly focused
in the criminal and civil cases sent by the criminal procedures was reviewed and narrated.
The development, enactment and implement of Mental Health Act 2008, the first mental
health legislation of Thailand, were introduced. One of the aims of the act is to protect
the psychiatric patients’ right in the social level. It was the product of the participation
from multi-stakeholders. The role of psychiatrists toward patient’s right protection and

advocacy in Thai society was presented.

Keywords: forensic psychiatry, patients’ right, psychiatric patients, right protection,

mental health legislation
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