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Concurrent validity testing of CRIES-8
screening questionnaire for PTSD from the
study of post-traumatic stress disorder in
students, 23 months after tsunami

Panom Ketumarn M.D. *, Vinadda Piyasilpa M.D. **, Nantawat Sitdhiraksa M.D. *,
Natthorn Pithayaratsathien M.D. ***, Rattanothai Plubrukan M.D. *¥*,
Hattaya Dumrongphol M.D. ****, Sarinee Rungsri M.D. ***#*#*%,

Siriprapha Pojanakeo M.D. ****%* Sjrina Satthapisit M.D. ***%*,

Chanvit Pornnoppadol M.D. *, Sucheera Phattharayuttawat Ph.D. *

Abstract

Objective: To study the sensitivity and specificity of CRIES-8 as a screening questionnaire for
post-traumatic stress disorder in the 4" - 9" grade students in an affected school 23 months
after the 2004 tsunami in Thailand.

Method: Two-stage screening procedure was used in a diagnostic study design to identify
post-traumatic stress disorder in the 4" - 9" grade students in a school in Takaupa district,
Phang Nga province 23 months after tsunami. CRIES-8 was used as a screening questionnaire
in the first stage. In the second stage, each student was assessed by a psychiatrist to identify
PTSD according to DSM-IV criteria. Chi square test was used to analyze the data.

Results: There were 436 students participated in the study. The prevalence rate of PTSD
was 15.1%. The sensitivity, specificity and negative predictive value of CRIES-8 were 75%,
54% and 92% respectively.

Conclusion: The CRIES-8 was moderately valid in screening for PTSD in students, 23 months

after tsunami.
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