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Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to assess the attitude towards PBL and knowledge of PBL
concepts of instructors from Phramongkutklao College of Medicine and collect any suggestions
they had.

Methods: Questionnaires using the five-point Likert scale, true-false answers and open-ended
questions about PBL were administered to Phramongkutklao College of Medicine instructors. Data
including demographic data were collected and presented as percentages. When appropriate, Pearson’s
correlation and Chi squared test were used. Significance was established a priori at P < 0.05.
Results: The overall response rate was 70.6% (127/180). Most instructors had 11-20 years of
experience in traditional teaching. As a group, 61.4% of the respondents were experienced in PBL
activities, 29.37% worked at the pre-clinical department and 70.63% were at the clinical
department. Data analysis shows that 73.22% had a favorable attitude toward PBL and 47.2% had
a correct knowledge of PBL concepts. Experience in PBL activities was significantly correlated to
knowledge of PBL concepts (r = 0.3) and to attitude (r = 0.3). Instructors who had been involved
in PBL activities had more correct knowledge of PBL than those who had no experience in PBL
activities (P = 0.001). 56.9% of instructors wanted to join PBL activities while 21.1% did not want
to be involved. The motivation for joining PBL was that instructors wanted to develop methods of
teaching and PBL provides several benefits to students. There are negative aspects such as PBL
requires 1) the readiness of the institute, staff and students 2) needs more staff with correct
knowledge on PBL concepts and skill in facilitation, 3) needs more resources and more time for
small group discussion, and finally 4) PBL increases workload without increased incentive.
Conclusions: Experience in PBL activities correlated to attitude on PBL and knowledge of PBL
concepts of Phramongkutklao College of Medicine instructors. Thus, allowing more instructors
direct experience in PBL activities and providing more training should engender a positive

attitude. Additionally, obstacles should be grappled with for successful PBL establishment.
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