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Risk Management by Head Nurses of
Psychiatric Units in Psychiatric Hospitals,
Department of Mental Health

Kantawan Makwichit*, Pramot thongsuk*#*, Wallapa kochapakdee**¥,

Abstract

Objective: to explore level of risk management and level of problems from risk management
by head nurses in psychiatric units.

Method: The subjects were 98 head nurses in psychiatric hospitals of the Department of
Mental Health. Data were collected by a structured questionnaire adapted from Chalor’s instru-
ment, consisting of 4 dimensions of risk management: risk identification; risk assessment;
action in managing the risk and evaluation. The stability of the questionnaire was tested by a
test-retest method. The Pearson correlation coefficient of risk management and the problems of
risk management were .86 and .93 respectively. The data was analysed and presented in
percentage, mean and standard deviation.

Results:

1. As a whole, the level of risk management by head nurses of psychiatric units was at
a high level (X =2.63, S.D.=.33). Ranging from highest to lowest scores were risk assessment
(X =2.73, S.D.=.42), action in managing the risk (X =2.68, S.D.=.36), evaluation (X =2.58,
S.D.=.45) and risk identification (X = 2.53, S.D.=.40).

2. The level of the problems of risk management by head nurses in psychiatric units
was at a moderate level (X =1.51, S.D.=.59). Ranging from highest to lowest scores were risk
assessment (X =1.70, S.D.=.71), risk identification (X =1.49, S.D.=.61), evaluation (X =1.47,
S.D.=.71) and action in managing the risk (X =1.40, S.D.=.66).

Key words:  risk management, problems from risk management,head nurses of psychiatric units
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