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Valproate in the Treatment of Bipolar
Disorders

Thawatchai Leelahanaj MD., M.Sc.*

Objective: To review the literatures on the use of valproate in the treatment of bipolar disorder
and highlight the evidence base supporting its efficacy and tolerability.

Method: The literatures were reviewed and subdivided into the following sections: mechanism
of action, efficacy, drug administration and adverse reaction.

Results: Several mechanisms of action of valproate on central nervous system neuron that
may be relevant to its actions in bipolar disorder have been recently reported. These include
inhibition of glycogen synthase kinase and histone deacetylase. Valproate is effective in treatment
of mania, and somewhat more effective in certain patient subgroups than the other treatments,
e.g. mixed episode, and mania with rapid cycling course. Valproate is comparable with lithium
and olanzapine in maintenance treatment, and somewhat better tolerated. Several studies indicate
that valproate can be beneficially combined with antipsychotic drugs and other treatments for
bipolar disorder. Accelerated oral loading with valproate is a feasible and safe method to bring
serum valproate concentrations to effective levels rapidly. Higher serum levels, particular above
110 g/ml, are associated with more reports of weight gain, sedation, and reduction of platelet
count. Valproate reduces total cholesterol levels and low density lipoprotein. Valproate contributes
significantly to the development of menstrual abnormalities. The risk of developing polycystic
ovarian syndrome with valproate use requires further study.

Conclusion: Valproate treatment continues to be studied for further clarification of its mechanisms,
efficacy, risks, and spectrum of benefits in bipolar disorder. In the meantime, it is a major

treatment for bipolar disorder, both in monotherapy and combination therapy regimens.
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59 44 UILAMYN Uaz 68 FU uFuanvaan)®
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al. valproate wFauiauny olanzapine

anmsAnEdeiiaaiung 47 “Unviaes
nsANEAlEUWe valproate 1Ll olanzapine Tneigilae
fineu uassiess asrlialudes 3 “Unwiienaes
manic episode MA3LN13NN95NHABAREIEN valproate
(500-2500 1N.FBYW) T8 olanzapine (5-20 NN.ABTW)
NANTTANHINUGY  MHTANNLANANNAUTZNINg
valproate fiUl olanzapine MiLEMIINIIMIANNTIA
densu 47 Uanei Fewar 455 wiy valproate
Wauduiesay 56.8 U olanzapine, p=0.10) LAY
Fmanisnduiutndagain1s1ed mood episode
(¥eeay 56.5 MFU valproate WeauiUFeuay 41
‘“W5U olanzapine, p=0.42)""

A. valproate WFauiiiauniuAianlugilon
#annsaiiulsailu rapid cycling

Calabrese WaTAMIE™ MNN13ANELLL RCT
Unfln asdrufhiszezingn 20 Resien Rauidien
ge~ BN e valproate iuAsN TunsinEgilae
bipolar | disorder LL@:BEﬂQEI bipolar Il disorder ﬁﬁ
nsaiiulsaLu rapid cycling Banns@nEnLn T
ANNLANFNNRENITTE MATY21INa valproate (N=28)
fuAiien (N=32) lusraznanfidndnasifianisiiGy
28419A (time to relapse) BMINNIINTEL (relapse rate)
gl mood episode WinfiuFaeay 50 U valproate
wazdeuay 56 mFuAWan dasnisnnBuduy
mania/hypomania Windufaeay 22 e BINGH
UgRIIN1INNELLIEIW depressive episode Tunga
LAy andnguilléFu valproate (Fasas 34
WeuiuSesas 29) N178NANNNTANENABUANMLA
iasanemsdhaimesnufenas 4 Fl.uﬂq'uﬁ'
1450 valproate uazietaz 16 lunguillA5ua ey

AndayasananadneAuazLiingy nsld valproate

Wenadanendilsy nEnwlduansnsedralide Aty
tnideflaufuaidfiauuay olanzapine lun1asnmn

seaizeng FuELag bipolar disorder atinglafimiu
valproate neatanlglun1sfnessazaainedu
naldraiiasmnannnnsinenlussasiaundy o
fidinnsmey uesiiase valproate lun1s¥nunszey
RUUNAUATABL UBIARD valproate 1UANTFNEAN
sralzenamne®

2.2 NMFINHIAENNT IFENUULN &

N. N9 14 valproate SauNLALTAN

FaluifinnsAneiidaiauialss " ninnae
A17l4 valproate fauAUAMaNlUA1IFNMNTTEIZENA
HieanisAneinseslugilen 12 salaa Faudbiey
valproate Augnvaanlunislidanduameanily
sztizinan 11 nansAnmnLdn nguillF valproate
fANALAMaNAN1INBL (relapse) uaznnsndLlug
(recurrence) fiﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬂ@uﬁié’%mmﬂﬂéquﬁu
aauatelity Ay®

. N5 kL valproate FANNU olanzapine

Tohen wazAE® NNNsANELUTE " NEAN
2849019 olanzapine $AN7U valproate ¥TRALWLN
wWiauieuiunis e vaansauiy valproate 13
aven Tune¥nengilag bipolar disorder fivnzann
TsAnAeannildsunisinenlussesidaumduilungn
6 “Uai Tnednnugileaniuszazionn 18 thau
NANTTANEINLLN F2ZA1189NN9LAA symptomatic
relapse @wdﬁqmiuﬁ”lﬁﬁ*mw%ﬂmé’fmmm N (N=51)
funguildFuNsFnFaansenaiaidien (N=48)
ladupnsnariu (94 Fwauiy 41 44, p=0.74) WA
ANLANANNaEaTTY A8 UZIA189NNT
INA symptomatic relapse (163 1 °’m§‘1.|ﬂzjm7llvlﬁ§u
nMIFNEIRRLENN N WAz 42 U °w§umjmﬁ1§1’§u
n35nEsenIs e TRALRea, p=0.023)

A. N914 valproate §2uNU risperidone

nsAneuuuElalugilae bipolar disorder 8N
n91 500 918 Taeing19A risperidone + 3uAUN 1A
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mimﬁmmumﬁﬂm;ﬁﬂfm bipolar disorder Way
schizoaffective disorder LluszeIz9a0 6 LABUNLIN
N9 risperidone tfuet Sufugnyinlfensuningi
TraanAIAZUULE YMRS Waz HAM-D asainailile
°ﬁﬁ"ﬂ;[§\uwi “UA1YIN WAL AR RABATEELIIAN
6 iiewlnelinssulRnns At it depressive
episode™

A19ANHUsY " NBA MDY valproate 11nn3
N1 bipolar disorder Fann2inEnsT LA UNaL
waznsFnENrzazenn nnsldenaianaauaznsld
SUULN & a;ﬂ"[é’ﬁqmmqﬁ 2

a o S ' '
M159199 1 tAfuNNNasan1sAaL Wassa valproate 1uﬂﬁi

FN11 manic episode’™"”"?

Ansmau uasNAsa valproate | lalAagnay wassa valproate

a o a | . . = a a a 3
Annsaniulsnle rapid cycling| - HyadnnmREALNFRMNAE

\flus mixed episode %38 Honnsguusanan
dysphoric mania
Hanuaunfarnd episode 11n |- Ailoymnial w13 whe

] ¥
TINAE

r-%

WUINININITUTUITEN
1. NSUIUIFENIUNIFINBINTIE mania

n. mslvienaun_sluaiausimsa

valproate Wuennd therapeutic window 919
mlFAnensliielsy sAdasuay 1unealiken
U QI U 1
soansBuluaug slilasilag 1wnsanusienn

16,36,37

16007 dnsAneng i valproate Tuawna _alae
Guit 30 unsennseduly 2 Suusnudaniudae
20 un sennsesuluduil 3 fe5ud 10 v 1A
seauenIudin _andn 50 lulasniu wan.) sewa.
meludud 39 dafuszduenludsuildlunis
fN1189 valproate u@nmnﬁﬁqwudﬂéﬂw mania”
Tefilasy valproate IUNA 20 WN.GANN.HBTY
wBaLguny haloperidol 2118 0.2 NN.Aann. e
ﬁﬁmﬁmiﬁ%ummmmiﬂwLﬁmmq Alu 3 duusn
909N195 N FaEENTTe a9Tia® ety nngld
valproate 14nN135n="1 manic episode AaA0sBuenly
muﬁmmqimﬂﬁlu‘ﬁlmmm 20-30 wn.siann.sedis auls

. g A .4 .
AU ITTNN 45 D9 125 NAN.FANA TAUTIWE99

A19790 2 N13ANELIE " NENINUR4 valproate 114N195NEA bipolar disorder

NUIAE A nguulFaudiay

gilae

sUuuUIEIRE szEzlaan NANISANEN

(“Umni)

N195N# bipolar mania AaaNTsldaNTlALAeD
Pope WazADLY 1991° 139
Bowden LazAny 1994° 179

valproate iLEINVAAN

Freeman WazAMy 1992° 36 valproate fuAeN
Tohen WAzAUY 2002"° 248
Zajecka WazAnLy 2002 120

Calabrese uazAndy 1992”7 78

valproate il olanzapine
valproate il olanzapine

TdfinguuBeuifiay

valproate TLAWENUATENASN

wiunfla eau 3 valproate witlandnamaan

Winfla e 3 valproate lalsineann@fian
uwazmilandiavaen

winfaduden 3 valproate lalsineannAfian
winte e 3

winte e 12

valproate #1927 olanzapine
valproate #1947 olanzapine
nsAnsuuuilla 66 filae mixed episode (ot
Viaviun (Foray 94) uazdilae
da e - ,
AN sAiulsadlu rapid
cycling HNN2MaL uadse

nnafnenadneilde Aty
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A1979% 2 N13ANEUsE NEN1NUe3 valproate 114n195N1A bipolar disorder (58)

NUIAE A nguulFauiiay sUuuLAEIRE Trazaan  wanIsANE
e (“dmn9)
Swann UAazANE 2002" 264 valproate fiUAWEMN wnde eediu 3 Uiy vEnwlunisinenig
da -
mania 5a1n13lsAan
Ansannaiiey
v
McElroy uazAndy 1996 150  valproate fiul haloperidol wintle ey 1 dsg"nEnnaaenTN ag
s lulumnsneriis
N195n1 bipolar mania AAENSlTENLLLN N
U 13
Sharma WAZATUY 1993% 9 valproate FANALAMEN msAnuLuIauay - Jdsz niaamiindulu
1 U = o R . .
TdinguuFauiiay nsinegtlag rapid cycling
dl 1 ] ¥
Mlimey ueesenisld
a a = a a
ANLNNT A LALA
Tohen WAZAUY 2002% 191 valproate $9:7U olanzapine winle ey 6 valproate 9811 olanzapine
11 valproate TN YIUADN JdmsIn1TAEL WeIAD
AT5ANIN
Sachs uazAnUL 2002” 156 risperidone, haloperidol, #aan  wunla esfnu 3 nquiléRu risperidone uay
Tunnsl¥isaniy valproate haloperidol LfluanL 3ud
sz~ nEnmlunisanainig
val 1 1 4‘ Vo
IiandngquitlaFuavasn
nenaltly Aty
Yatham wazAous 2003° 151 risperidone fiuewaen luns  winfle esdu 3 nguinléu risperidone o
39U valproate FaeinIanRIBIANATILL
YMRS UAnsnganngud
IfFuemannasdnedite Aty
Sachs LazANY 2004 191 quetiapine fiugnuaan lunns winle ey 3 quetiapine $9N7U valproate
Wigauriy valproate
= a a = U
sz niarwimilandn
154 valproate Ll aatinLAen
nenafltly Aty
Yatham WazAUy 20047 402 quetiapine fiLILUAAN ‘wintle 91U 3 quetiapine TANTL valproate

Tunslsisaniy valproate

AN170AA9TBIAIATILL
YMRS snnndanguiilisy
81U ANIINAL valproate
N33 NENTZAZHNIAENNT

denatinien
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AN5199 2 N13ANELTE NBANTRY valproate lWN135NE bipolar disorder (Fia)

NUIE AU naNFEudiey

gilon

sUuULIEIRY szEzlaRn WANISANEN

(“Umi)

Bowden LazAny 2000% 369

Tohen WAZANY 2003° 251 valproate i1 olanzapine

Calabrese WazANE 2005”7 60 valproate ALAL7EI

NMSSNENTELLE1INIENS LEELULN N

Solomon WazANMY 1997° 12 valproate $ANALAMEIN
Weuiuvalproate 3aNfLNMASN
Tohen WAANY 2004% 99 valproate $a8mlolanzapine
WeuiLvalproatesaniuenvaan
Vieta LazAnly 2001% >500  risperidone $ANfL valproate

valproate ALAWENLAZNMASN

Wiuntla eefw 52 valproate AlfitnuAzNMABN
laifanuuansneiu wsy
928121981N91321AA mood
episode afasiell

winTa eefiw 47 valproate Taisineann olanzapine
inla asd 84 LideAsuuanseetned
e "ATY9EdNg valproate
fuaifenluszeazinani 4
ndnazifanInGuadie
winla eefu 52 valproate $anAUAWENT
N13NNI3L (relapse) WAZNNT
A& Tludn (recurrence)
foendh nguill#Fusmaen
fouiudfieuesnediie My
wintle aefu 78 sreziean2e9nIaiiia symp
tomatic relapse UBINGN
valproate §9ufitolanzapine
UIUNINGN valproate 398
AUENUADN

ANAZIUE YMRS 1Ay HAM-D

asaenafitly ATy

ANsAnELLLER 24
a 1

wazlddngu

wPeuiiey

o PRy 9azg o
svpuenlinnsmey weelan®  sea’lsi valproate
= < I a A = :I/ o = £
An19mey waudININAEN annegIa1atlua i
fR9NNIMAL UBIANTULAZTE5NH181NTITAAR
(psychotic mania) T@@A8 N8I TLALEN valproate
Tugsunandntifdlse " nsnmlunisinendion bi-
polar spectrum disorders™ gilatungsnaanaaiui
U £ % o o 1 a 1 a v a a
prasszAuen TuasN _andnUng (duikeoiuamew)
Ay o aX o d o e A .
walienislagpaustasnnulanazaag aeiy

1R rd‘ o Y Yo 1
a9 laiielsr sAnenamlgaeld aunen

ganfuldfionn  Iaeinldudafilasdnnusenn
valproate FAnINAMNLAY carbamazepine
a. sEAUAN lUTTNALUNE X

© YNNPANHIAINN THRUS

Allen LazADLE
FYUINNTEAU valproate WAFNALNNTALL 1BIAD
n9fnelugiee mania teuiiagtloy 374 snaeen
flu 6 neamNszEL valproate s lEun ngudl 1
FTALEN <55.0 HAN.ABNA. (N=35) mjuﬁl 2 3EALEN

56.1-71.3 HAN.AlaNA. (N=32) Nguil 3 shuen 71.4-

| s s urAudANWNgwivUs:inAlng
UA 51 a0UR 3 NsSNNIAD - NUENEU 2549




Valproate in the Treatment of Bipolar Disorders

Thawatchai Leelahanaj MD., M.Sc.*

85.0 NAN.FABNA. (N=36) mju‘ﬁ' 4 3N 85.1-94.0
NAN.AANA. (N=34) mju‘ﬁ' 5 3eAUYN 94.1-107.0
NAN.AaNE. (N=33) LL'Z\]‘?JﬂZ\jm?lI 6 FEALEN >107.0
upn.FaNg. (N=33) wdariniafeudiensungs
IdFuanuaan (N=171) HaNIIANEINLLY S2AU
valproate  MAFNT AN “NWUFIEL “uRaiUNNg
pau uessan1sinen szduenfifllsr " nanmlu
N3N _andenvaanateilil °ﬁﬁa&l%ﬁlw%\uwfi
326UIENT 71.485.0 wAn.sexa. sl wananni]
NquAiTlszuen 94.1107.0 wAN.seNa. wazngud
seAUEN >107.0 NANslana. Hilsy ninwimile
ndnguiRszAUEE aethailil ATy effect size
(ES) 7 “wiugiuszinenludiuaune L1 (>94 1An.sie
wa) HAwindu 1.06 wasanUiuudtaeieuiu
grvaenilAnuiniu 059 afsuniniunisanas
YBIAAZIUL YMRS WNAL 12 AZWUY éﬂqm‘ﬁ'ﬁ ES
wihildernnndnd (N=84) fszsuenluTiuaie
Winfiy 87.5 NAN.FABNA. Iumjm:ﬁumﬁﬁqmﬁ
dsz"nBnmmilendanguavaaniesay 60 uaz
lunquszduen sldsr nEnmwmtandinguen
vaanfasay 120 lnafinnamusieslé (tolerability) 114
ynngulaunnsineu (eazdaafinnmed 3

a o Ao o .
M990 3 srAuen tuETuYeY valproate Tunisine bipolar

disorder

F2AUTSN valproate (NAN.ADNA.)

STAUAT A SETAU 9 A WNIELG

N195NMINIIE mania 45-50 125 FEALIEIN
¥
9 ATU
UG q
Aunng
N195NBITEEIZENN 75 100 NUFREIN
2
SN

v . . » z
waneue Ianziden 12 daluanasann1éizu valproate A
a1 A (Fautlasannien 198198 auNIELAT 41)

2. MeuUsMmsenlunIgIsnTEazeNg
nsAneing Bowden wazAnE® wFaufiay
192 BN valproate TUANENWAZENUABN 11
nnefneseazanduszazingn 52 “Uan law
UFuseauanlu@iuaes valproate Wiags1dng 71125
AN AN, ANRAEIYINGL 84.8 (£29.9) NAN.ADNA.
ANNBEFIUVNAL 83.9 WAN.ABNA. WU TTALEN
fananafinay “uRusednlive AyTUA Az
YMRS Faiulunsinmnszasens ﬁﬂwﬁﬁi:ﬁum
$¥1919 75-100 NAN.FIANA. N time to intervention
Lﬁmmnm?lﬁm mood episode %umﬂgﬂmimu
ningtleiflsyfugnmndnsie andnil Bnedieg

32,34

e o
Ausonuseen lAR™* (11399 3)
11 12 o
21N15blWeLse 9A
1R rdlv [ o o
ansluiiesr 9N WRUSAUIz AL lWEsN
TuN9iNENITELIRILINAY SEALIENT _9N91 125 HAN.
pana. ngIANnfesen1sAaul ¥ a1iden dusw
J2auen® lun1sinmnsearennay “WAUEALNNAAAY
PDANTAADAUATAALRDATINY 'UFEALIINT 9NN
110 wAn.saNas. v R mind RN LazdnIueu
NINNINTLAUNAINGT 110 NAN FaNA ”

¥ o oo o
UTNNRUNRAIAILNN
nmindaianulissanadesay 3-20 naen
srazinan 3 “Uandiie 12 heuaesnisinen? ann
=8 o s =
AsANEITENan 47 “UaniidTeuiisy valproate
AL olanzapine™ W91 HLlaefinndeaIN"g mania way
1#51nN95n1Aae valproate (114IALINTEIIN 500-2500
1 [ =l % o o QI 24 1 ¥ dl Yo
un.sady) Sumendanudeandidiaenlaiunig
Snundiag olanzepine (1.22 nn. Wewudu 2.79 nn.)
TunsAneEszezingn 12 “Uanfaesnisinenning

v 1
mania WU NeRv N lFFanay 10 Tu
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NquT %L valproate uazdaras 25 lunguillésy
olanzapine i ReAswingL 25 nn. 1wy
valproate WAy 4.0 NN, RUHT olanzapine %QLLMHM'N
fiunenafile Any"

Q Q =

seaulasiuluiaan
AINNITANHINUIN valproate AATLAL
TAla 1BRTRAaLAY low density lipoprotein (LDL)
Waauiy phenobarbital A& carbamazepine Tunng
lEinwngion Temandn® ‘aunisld valproate
lunnsfnmgilos bipolar disorder uszeizioan 47
“Upniinuan szdulae wesealudilaenlaiy
valproate AAALANTIREY (2.33 NN.ABAR.) TIUANFN
P VI 4
ateilty MAyAugien NlATU olanzapine @4
Hrzsulala tmeTRAANTY (9.68 NN.AaAA.)?
nsANEszazan 12 “Uanvinudn szaulae @
o ol e A
a30auar LDL anadlunguinlésyu valproate Umuei

o v I A T
NANN 13U olanzapine HezAuladums 2 aliainaw

Polycystic ovarian syndrome

a A

guedsmiilu bipolar disorder HANRALUNG
m@w:@mnﬂdw;ﬁm@wmﬂu@xﬁmwLdlmﬁifamilﬁm
polycystic ovarian syndrome (PCOS) mﬂﬂd’]émﬁwmﬂ
Rasgon WAyAUL™ ﬁwmiﬁﬂmémﬁqﬁﬂu bipolar
disorder A lallEFunlsznuenidanuridiasiuan 80 e
WU 52 318 (Fasaz 65) Hsvgiaiing lag 40 9
(%araz 50) NsvgRalnAnauazilaaiilu bipolar
disorder ¢ilaer 16 378 (Foraz 38) HezgHaUNANAY

anN195nE 1A bipolar disorder 1agl 14 $181 (a7N 15

v
o

778) LAANAIAINNI9ITNEA28 valproate A1

=< o q v a A a X
valproate  A4¥ ‘ulun1svinlisegialnminuau
ey PCOS wudn filag 3 9787n 50 91 (Faziay 6)

AlaFun1ssnEAae valproate maaanwudili PCOS
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Turneiinsaalainudndulsailluglaed ldsy
AnasnEndasenatinaui il valproate (0 97181470
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filente eangubifluuansnatuetheii iy
(p=0.20) ugNANIHIMLAIINNTRY PCOS Tu
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a o
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11 1 o al 1 v
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valproate § 2 814A8 FUdAUANL LWAY fatal
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