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Prevalence of Dyslexia in Juvenile
Detention

Manas Soongprasit MD.*, Kwunruen Wisuttisiri MD.*

Abstract

Objective: To study the prevalence of dyslexia and disorder of written expression in male
adolescents who were detained in the Observation and Protection Center and study the relation
between intellectual ability and reading and writing abilities in this population who are not in the
criteria of mental retardation.

Method: The sample consisted of adolescents who were detained and stayed in the Center
during 29" Oct. 2005 through 23" Nov. 2006, and aged between 11 and less than 17 years old.
During the data collection peroid, each subject was interviewed personally by a child psychiatrist
and one of four psychologists had conducted the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children
and Achievement test.

Result: The sample was 80 male adolescent but only 62 were collected the full data and were
presented. The mean age is 15.52 years. The last grades before they left school were grade 6
in average. The sample had mean 1Q of 78.8. In this study we gave the diagnosis of dyslexia
to the sample who had 1Q = 85 (n=18), therefore the diagnosis of dyslexia is 44.4%,
prevalence of disorder of written expression is 88.9% We also found that the mean of reading
ability and writing ability of the overall population are equal to the students of grade 3,
2 respectively. In the non mental retarded sample (n=46) there is no relation between intellectual
ability and reading and writing abilities.

Conclusion: Male juvenile detainees had poor learning abilities. Thus their chances in learning

and working are limited.

Keywords: dyslexia, detainees, 1Q, learning disorder
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