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The of moral development and moral reasoning
in the 1%, 4", and 6" year Ramathibodi medical students

Sirichai Hongsanguansri MD.*, Ouaychai Rotjananirankit M.Sc (clinical psychology)*

Montira Pornsalnuwat MD.*, Suwanna Sisomprasong**, Ronnachai Kongsakon MD.*

Abstract

Objective: To compare the stage of moral development and moral reasoning in the 1%, 4",
and 6th year medical students at the faculty of medicine, Ramathibodi hospital by using the
Defining issues Test (DIT), Thai version.

Method: All of the 1%, 4", and 6" year medical students were invited to participate in the
study and complete the questionnaire, DIT, Thai version on the start day for the 1%, and 4" year
medical students and at the end for the 6" year medical students. The DIT, Thai version is
a questionnaire to assess the stage of moral development and moral reasoning according to
Kohlberg’s moral development theory.

Results: 104 (88.1%) of the 1* year, 128 (90.1%) of the 4" year, and 91 (61.9%) of the 6" year
medical students participated in the study and completed the DIT, Thai version. Of the 1 year
medical students, 71 (68.3%) were on the 4" stage (law and order orientation), and 25 (24.0%)
were on the 5" stage (autonomous and social contract orientation) of moral development.
Of the 4" vear students, 90 (70.3%) were on the 4" stage, and 29 (22.7%) were on the 5"
stage, and of the 6" year students, 66 (72.5%) were on the 4" stage, and 21 (23.1%) were on
the 5" stage of moral development. The 1%, 4", and 6th year medical students did not differ in
the stage of moral development (Chi-square = 1.07, df = 4, p = 0.90). The scores of
postconventional moral reasoning were also not significantly different between the 1%, 4"
and 6" year medical students (29.9 + 9.5, 29.2 + 9.6, and 27.9 + 8.5 respectively, F = 0.9,
p = 0.41). The stage of moral development in the 1%, 4", and 6" year medical students did not
differ between males and females. In the 1st, and 4th year medical students, the scores of
postconventional moral reasoning were not differ between sexes, but in the 6th year medical
students, female medical students had a higher scores (29.3 + 8.9 vs 25.2 + 7.3, F = 4.09, p = 0.048).
Conclusions: The 1% year (before medical education), 4" year (after complete preclinic year),
and 6" year (after complete medical education) medical students did not differ in the stage of moral
development, and the scores of postconventional moral reasoning in both sexes, except in the 6"

year medical students that females had a higher scores on postconventional moral reasoning.

Keywords: dyslexia, detainees, |Q, learning disorder
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