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Decision to Marriage, Marriage among cousins
and Marital Satisfaction: The Prospective

Cohort Study of Thai Children (PCTC)

Rutja Phuphaibul D.N.S*, Jariya Wittayasooporn B.Sc*, Chanpen Chorapawon
MD,M.P.H.** Thawan Neamsup M.Sc(Clinical psychology)***

Abstract

Objective; to study correlation between decision to marriage, marriage among cousins, and
marital satisfaction in Thai pregnant women

Method: The third trimesters of 3,994 pregnant women who live in 5 local areas were recruited
by purposive sampling from the prospective cohort study of Thai children (PCTC). Data collection
was done by semi-structured interview.

Results: Couples had long period of closely contact in average of 2 years and 3 months before
marriage. There were 3 groups of decision to marriage. The first group was 81.6% of couples who had
decided to marry by bilateral consesus, and the second was 14.9% had decided by parental consensus.
The last group was 3.5% only of couples had decided by unilateral consensus. To explore the marital
satisfaction, there was 81.4% of couples had good marital satisfaction, 16.3% had average
satisfaction and only 2.3% had marital dissatisfaction. ANOVA and Post hoc test to compare
marital satisfaction among 3 groups of decision to marriage found statistical difference (p<0.001).
The first group had highest marital satisfaction, while the third one had lowest satisfaction.
Marriage among first cousin also had lowest marital satisfaction with statistical significance
(p<0.001).

Conclusion: low marital satisfaction depended on the decision to marriage based on parental
consensus or unilateral consensus (mostly men) and marriage among first cousins. Further study
of family dymamic and impacts of child development would be interesting.

Keyword: marital satisfaction, decision to marriage, period of closely contact, marriage among
cousins, prospective cohort study of Thai children (PCTC)
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