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Abstract

Objective: To study the effects of individua factors, namely sex, age, level of education,
occupation, and academic achievement on the level of creativity.

Method: The sample consisted of 133 male and 173 female subjects, aged between 6 and 60
years, who were interested in participating in the study. The subjects were selected from the
students of various elementary and secondary schools, vocationa institutes, and universities,
aswell asthe general population, monks, and novicesresiding in Chiang Mai. Theinstrument
used to measure the level of creativity was developed from the Thai version of a subtest
concerning creativity of Victor Serebriakoff's personality and emotional quotient inventory.
The Kendall coefficient of concordance of the three scorerswas .813 (p < .001).

Results: The results of this study revealed that the school-aged subjects (6-11 years) had a
higher level of creativity than that of the subjects in middle adulthood (41-65 years) with
statistical significance (p = .022), and the subjects in young adulthood (21-40 years) had a
higher level of creativity when compared to the subjects in middle adulthood (41-65 years)
with statistical significance (p = .043). As regards occupation, the student subjects had a
higher level of creativity than that of the subjects who were housewives. J Psychiatr Assoc
Thailand 2002; 47(3):169-185.

Key wor ds: creativity, innovation, divergent thinking, convergent thinking, intelligence
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