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ABSTRACT

Objective : To study the prevalence of learning and behavioral problems of Grade 1 students
in primary schools from 9 districts of Songkhla.

Method : This was a retrospective descriptive study. Data was collected from the project using
a screening program for learning and behavioral problems of Grade 1 students from primary
schools in 9 districts of Songkhla province during the academic year of 2016, 2017, and 2018.
Participants were assessed by their teachers with the screening tools to identify those potentially
at-risk of attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder, autism spectrum disorder, intellectual disability
and learning disorders. At-risk students were evaluated by a child psychiatrist to perform
diagnosis. The collected data was analyzed using descriptive statistics.

Results : From a total of 17,791 Grade 1 students in the academic year of 2016, 2017, and
2018, who were assessed by their teachers with the screening tools, 3,335 participants
(18.75%) were identified as at-risk for learning and behavioral problems. Further, 2,137 at-risk
students visited a child psychiatrist for diagnosis, including 1,541 males and 596 females with
an average age of 7.7 years old. In the 2016 academic year, 20.33% of the 4,437 participants
were identified as at-risk students. After diagnosis, the prevalence of learning and behavioral
problems was determined to be 9.15%. Most of them were found to be suspected learning
disorder (LD) (5.91%), followed by attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) (2.59%),
intellectual disability (ID) (0.47%) and autism spectrum disorder (ASD) (0.02%). In the 2017
academic year, 17.12% of the 7,027 participants were identified as at-risk students. The
prevalence of learning and behavioral problems was 8.34%. Most of them were found to be
suspected LD (5.14%), followed by ADHD (2.78%), ID (0.28%) and ASD (0.06%). Finally, in
the 2018 academic year, 19.44% of the 6,327 participants were identified as at-risk students.
The prevalence of learning and behavioral problems was 10.29%. Most of them were found
to be suspected LD (6.20%), followed by ADHD (3.33%), ID (0.47%) and ASD (0.11%).
Conclusion : The prevalence of at-risk students is consistent with the nationwide study, while

the prevalence of ADHD, ASD, ID and LD is lower than the previous study.
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