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Prevalence of Bullying and Associated
Psychosocial Factors among Lower Secondary
School Students in Muang, Chiangmai

Chutinart Sakarinkhul M.D.*, Alisa Wacharasindhu M.D. FRCPsych(U.K)**

ABSTRACT

Objective : To investigate the prevalence and associated psychosocial factors of
bullying.

Methods : A cross-sectional descriptive study was conducted in 410 secondary school
students aged 12-15 years in Muang, Chiangmai from July-August 2011. Using the
revised Olweus bully/victim questionnaire (Thai version), school climate questionnaire
(Thai version), the strengths and difficulties questionnaire (Thai version). Data were
analyzed by using chi-square test and multinomial logistic regression.

Results : Prevalence of bullying was 23.4 % with 4 types of bullying status, 58.3 % were
classified as both bullies and victims, 23.4 % as victims, 6.1% as bullies and 12.2 %
were not involved in bullying. Girls were bullied more than boys while boys bullied
others more than girls. Verbal bullying was the most common type. Physical bullying
was found in boys statistically significant more than girls (p<0.01). Factors associated
with bullying were male, poor academic performance, separated status of parents, poor
family relationships, inappropriate parenting styles, poor economic status, mental health
problems, conduct problems and prosocial behavior problems.

Conclusion : The prevalence of bullying in middle school students was 23.4% and
raising recognition of many associated factors which lead to planning guidelines for

prevention of bullying in school.

Keywords : bullying, prevalence, associated factor, psychosocial factors, secondary

school
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