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Visual-Motor Integration of Thai Kindergarten
Students in Bangkok

Wichulada Suwannapu M.Sc.* Suwit Charoensak M.D.**
Chirdsak Kowasint Ed.D.*** Sucheera Phattharayuttawa, Ph.D.**

Abstract

Objective: To study the visual-motor integration of Thai kindergarten students in Bangkok. The
difference between age groups, gender, and the limitations of using the Short-Form of the
Beery VMI, 5" edition with Thai kindergarteners were also examined.

Method: The subjects in this study were 386 students, whose ages ranged from 3 years and
6 months through 6 years and 5 months, studying in kindergarten. They were assessed by using
the Short- Form of the Beery VMI, 5" edition.

Results: Normal Thai children attained a mean raw score on the Beery VMI at a younger age
than normal American children. There were 32 children (8.29%) who had a below average score
for visual-motor integration. The mean of the Beery VMI, 5th edition of Thai kindergarteners
between age groups was significantly different at the level of 0.001. Kindergarteners in the age
range from 3 years and 6 months through 3 years and 11 months had the lowest mean of the
Beery, VMI bth edition, while the 6 years to 6 years and 5 months kindergarteners had the
highest. The finding indicates that the mean of the Beery VMI, 5th edition increased as the age
of the group increased. For the gender variable there was no significant difference at the level
of 0.05 between boys and girls.

Conclusion: The Beery VMI, 5" edition was effective in evaluating visual-motor integration of
Thai kindergarteners for planning intervention and special training programs for visual-motor

integration deficit kindergarteners later on.

Key words: visual-motor integration, kindergarten students
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