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The study of effectiveness of community
intervention for the persons were impact
from Avian Influenza

Tavee Tangsere, M.D., Khanogwan Kittiwattanacul, MD, Watchanee

Huttapanom, M.Ns, Laid Punyoyai, B. Edu, Suwadee Sriviset, B.Ns,

Teraporn Maneenart, Cert. Ns and et al.

Abstract

Objectives: To study the effectiveness of treatment and rehabilitation of the 6" Region for
Avian Influenza victims.

Methodology: Form psychiatric teams, to help 3671 avian influenza victims in 3 provinces.
There are two stages of study. The first stage is operated during the critical period and the
second stage done after the crisis. The follow-up of mental rehabilitation of those with the
Depressive Screening Test (DST) score over 6 and those considered needing for surveillance
after 1,3 and 6 months. After the surveillance period, the victims are transferred to the local
community. The instruments applied in this study include Depressive Screening Test, Suicidal
Risk Screening Test and the questionnaire for the avian influenza victims. Data collection is
conducted between January-July 2004. Descriptive statistics is applied for data analysis.
Result: 65.9% of the victims are females, 90.9% lose their poultry, 41.3% of the loss range
from | to 2,000 baht. 18.8% of the victims have the Depressive Screening Test score over 6.
9.7% are high suicidal risk, 41.3% are diagnosed as having anxiety disorder. 55.7% are treated
by medications for physical and mental iliness, 5.8% received counseling and relaxation. One
month after, psychiatric team continually work in the area. 209 victims came to meet the psychiatrist
according to appointment and found that, 14.4% have Depressive Screening Test score over 6,
4.3% are high suicidal risk. 55.0% are treated by medications for physical and mental illness.
5.3% received counseling and relaxation. 11 victims are transferred to local health personnel.
One with depression is referred to the local hospital while the rest live normal life in the
community. The result after 6 months surveillance the victims can live normal life in the community.
Conclusion: The success of the operation owes a lot to the mental health network personnel
in the community; therefore, it is essential to provide the personnel with knowledge and skills

for better continual monitoring of the victims with mental problems.

Key word: Victims, mental rehabilitation, Avian Influenza
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